
-
, 

fM 

TExAS EDUCATION AGENCY 
1701 North Congress Ave. • Austin, Texas 78701-1494 • 512 463-9734 • 512 463-9838 FAX • www.tea.state.tx.us 

June 23, 2014 

Mr. Thomas Torkelson 
IDEA Public Schools 
505 Angelita Drive, Suite 9 
Weslaco, Texas 78599 

Dear Mr. Torkelson: 

The commissioner has approved the following amendment requests: 

Michael Williams 
Commissioner 

CDN: 108-807 

(069-14/1) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Weslaco area, to serve students in 
kindergarten through grade five, effective July 1, 2014, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration, for the 2014-2015 school 
year; 

(069-14/2} IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Weslaco area, to serve students in 
grades six through twelve, effective July 1, 2014, provided an appropriate certificate of occupancy 
is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; for the 2014-2015 school year; 

(069-14/3) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Austin area, to serve students in 
kindergarten through grade five, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14/4) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Austin area, to serve students in 
grades six through twelve, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of occupancy 
is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14/5) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the San Antonio area, to serve students 
in kindergarten through grade five, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14/6) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the San Antonio area, to serve students 
in grades six through twelve, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14ll) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the San Antonio area, to serve students 
in kindergarten through grade five, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 
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(069-14/8) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the San Antonio area, to serve students 
in grades six through twelve, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14/9} IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Mission area, to serve students in 
kindergarten through grade five, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14/10) IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Mission area, to serve students in 
grades six through twelve, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of occupancy 
is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14/11} IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Brownsville area, to serve students 
in grades six through twelve, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; 

(069-14/12} IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to add a campus in the Brownsville area, to serve students 
in grades six through twelve, effective July 1, 2015, provided an appropriate certificate of 
occupancy is submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration; and 

(069-14/13} IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS to increase the maximum student enrollment from 30,000 
to 45,000, effective July 1, 2014. 

If, during the 2014-2015 school year, the charter holder fails to open the two (2} new campuses 
in the Weslaco area; or if during the 2015-2016 school year, the charter holder fails to open any 
of the two (2) new campuses in the Austin area, the four (4) new campuses in the San Antonio 
area, the two (2) new campuses in the Mission area, or the two (2) new campuses in the 
Brownsville area, the agency's approval of any new campus is withdrawn. Please note that 
funding for students served at unapproved locations may be denied or reclaimed by the Texas 
Education Agency. 

If you have any questions, please contact Nina G. Gonzalez in the Division of Charter School 
Administration by phone at (512) 463-9575 or by email at nina.gonzalez@tea.state.tx.us. 

Sincerely, 

~ YUtUllf 
Heather Mauze, Director 
Division of Charter School Administration 
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Texas Education Agency •Division of Charter School Administration •Phone (512) 463-9S75 •Fax (512) 463-9732 

I EDMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SITE REQUESTED. 

TOM Vvvbl1c., &v,001.s lo~- Bo1-
~ Name of Charters~ · Caunty•Dlstrlct Number • 

Requested effective dat • CJISTI s should be July 1 unless spectnc circumstances warrant the request of a different date. 
Be advised that any approva. • • Ioner wlll be conditional on the receipt of a valid certificate of occupancy, or equlvalent certificate, showing 

thattheproposedfatllltylsa• luse. ~ C \?\ '""'Q\C 
Address:· .. • h _ / ....) a.., ·:.J 

Is the proposed site within the curr v approved geographic boundary or the charter . V __ No 
Jf no, complete and submit a Charter Amendment ~d'est Form -GEOGRAPHIC B DARY EXPANSION. \J -5 

Is the proposed site a residential facility (RF)i' __ Yes __ No Q} 1'. 
If so, complete and submit the form tltll?d Assurances Regarding Charter Schools Serving Students at Residential Foell/ti . fl 

If the amendment Is approved, what Is the minimum number of lnstructlonal hou~s ~ provided students at this sit i.J 
If the amendment rs approved, what gr.ide levels will be served at th~ slte? lij.~--~~::=::=-1;;::--.,,._-
lf the amendment Is approved, Is a new campui number requested? es __ o / 

If yes, will this campus be evaluated under traditional accoun, y procedures? _ll'_vv,es _ _ No 
If no, requests for campuses ta be evaluated using alternative accountability procedures must respond to #8 an the checklist below. 

If no, to which campus number will the new site be assigned? ________ _ 

If the amendment 1W1'1Jl~ 1ed and a new campus number Is requested, what rs the proposed name of the new campus? 

Addltlanal Site Expansion Amendment Checklist 
ThtJ°llowing must be submitted In the order listed below with an addlllonar site expansion amendment request: 

1. Charter Amendment Request Form -ADDITIONAL SITE EXPANSION 7 (If multiple amendment requests are being made, include all request/om1s together.) 
__ 2. Charter holder board resolution• A written resolution adoptl?d by the governlne body of the charter holder and signed by the members 

voting In favor of amending the chilrter must be submitted. A quorum of the members must have voted In favor of amending the charter. 
Include printed mimes as well as signatures of the board members. The names should match information on the most recent Annual 

✓ 
--3. 

Governance Reporting Forms submitted to TEA. Otherwise, documentation explalnlng any differences must be Included. 
(If multiple amendment requests ore being made, Include all board resolutions together.) 

l~{ciu'L4. 

/ 

A list, In alphabetlcal order, of the school distrlcts in the approved geographic boundary that mav be Impacted should the commissioner 
approve the amendment request. 

Evidence, In alphabetical order by district, that Impact statements have been sent to each school district that may be affected by the 
expansion. 

--5, 

/ 
A valid certificate of occupancy, Of equivalent certificate, showing that the proposed facility is approved for school use OR if the specific 
location Is not lden~lfled at the time of the amendment request, a signed statement that the certificate of occupancy, or equivalent 
certificate, wlll be submitted to the Division of Charter School Administration prior to commencing any operations at that site as required by 
19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §100.1215. 

--6. Compliance information as requ red 19 TAC ~100.1035 to Include the torowing: 

• Documentation that lndentifles a boafd member's substantial Interest Jn a business entity or in real property that relates to any charter 
business; 

• Documentation of board members' abstentions from vot1n11 In cases of potential conrticts of Interest; 
• Documents, other than Annual Governance Reporting Forms, Identifying family members within the third degree of consanguinity or 

affinity who serve as board members and/or employees and/or contractors of the charter holder or charter school; and 
Documentation that board members or employees whose criminal history checks revealed them Ineligible to serve were removed from 
service as Is required by Texas Education Code§ 12.120; 

OR 
• A signed statement attesting that within the fast three years there have been no Instances of nepotlsm, con mets of interest, or 

revelations In criminal history checks that deemed any board member or employee Ineligible to serve. 
A completed form titled Assurances Regarding Charter Schools Serving Students at Resldrmtial Facilities, if appropriate 
If the charter holder board plans on requesting that the new campus be evaluated using AEA procedures, explain specifically how this 
campus wrtl qualiry for at-risk de~ignatlon and why this proposed earn pus should be rated in the AEA system. 

As the CEO/superintendent of the charter school, I understand that an expanslon amendment Is not a right or entitlement and that In determining If a 
change In the contract for charter Is appropriate, the commissioner of education wlll review and consider specific Issues Including, but not limlted to, 
charter performance data (e.g., accountability ratings, FIRST ratings, accreditation statuses, and underlylng data) and compliance. I also understand that 
prior to approving an expansion amendment request, staff In the followlng divisions and program areas will be consulted to determine If any potentral 
problems or concerns exist with the charter holder or charter school: Performance Reporting. Charter School Administration, Child Nutrition, Flnancl.il 
Audits, Grants Administration, Legal Services, PEIMS Data Reporting, Program Monitoring and Interventions, NCLB and IDEA Programs, Student 
Assessment, Governance and Waivers, General Inquiries, and Complalnts. 

I fu 
In 

lsslons will not be processl!d and that there will be a delay In processing submlsslons that are not submitted 

Phone Number 

Printed Name of Charter School CEO/Superintendent Date RECEIVED JAN 2 2 201t 
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J E_OMPLETE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SITE REQUESTED. 

-COPA V~l10 ~ -Mo61s loB- so·1-
Name of Charter County•Dlstrlct Number 

Requested effectlv 
Be advised that any 
that the 

201 T s should be July 1 unless specific circumstances warrant the request of a different date. 
!.loner wllt be conditional on the receipt of a valid certificate of occupancy, or equivalent cenlflcate, showing 

~il"nin.hn<II use. (2) 11 ~ 
Address· V"\ / 6 '-' e1,0 \ J 

Is the proposed site within y approved geographic boundary of the charter? __ No \ """\. 
If no, complete and submlt a Charter Amendmen~ st Form - GEOGRAPHIC BOUNDARY EXPANSION. f ..- \ d,.. 

Is the proposed site a residential faclllty (RFl7 __ Yes ~ o \0 
If so, complete and submit the form titled Assurances Regarding Charter Schools Serving Students ot Resldentiol Foell/tie@ , 

If the amendment b approved, what is the minimum number of Instructional hou~~ provided students at this sit 
lfthe amendment Is approved, what grade levels will be served at the new site? ~ 
If the amendment Is approved, Is a 11ew campus number requested? __ Yes _..,_•_:i;;:;o;:;::::::-_.-

lf yes, will this campus be evaluated under tr:idltlonal accountablllty procedures? __ Yes _ No 
If no, requests for campuses to be evaluated using alternative accountability procedures must respond to #Bon the checklist below. 

If no, to which campus number will the new site be assigned? ________ _ 
If the amendment Is ~~~ l:iOd a new campus number ls requested, what Is the proposed name of the new campus? 

Addition al Site Expansion Amendment Checklist 
The following must be submitted In the order listed below with an additional site e~panslon amendment request: 
.JL.__ 1. Charter Amendment Request Form -ADDITIONAL SITE EXPANSION 

/ (If multiple amendment requests are being made, incfude all request forms together./ 
-- 2, Charter holder board resolution - A written resolution adopted by the governing body of the charter holder and signed by the members 

voting In favor of amending the charter must be submitted A quorum of the members must have voted In favor of amending the charter. 
Include printed names as well as signatures of the board members. The names should match Information on the most recent Annual 
Governance Reporting Forms submitted to TF A. Otherwise, documentation exp!alnlng any differences must be Included. 

/ (If multiple amendment requests ore being made, Include all board resolutions rogether.) 
--3, A 1st, In alphabetical order, of the school districts In the approved geographic boundary that may be impacted should the commissioner 

approve the amendment request. 
Evidence, In alphabetical order by dlstrld, that Impact natements have been sent to each school district that may be affected by the 
expansion. 
A valid certlflcate of occupancy, or equivalent certificate, showing that the proposed facility Is approved for school use OR if the specific 
location Is not ldentlfled at the time of the amendment request, a signed statement that the certificate of occupancy, or equivalent 
certificate, will be submitted to thl? Division of Charter School Administration prlor to commencing any operations at that site as required by 

,/ 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §100.1215, 
-- 6. Compliance Information as required 19 TAC §100.1035 to include the following: 

• Documentation that indentifles a board member's substantial Interest In a business entity or in real property that relates to any charter 
business; 
Documentation of board members' abstentions from voting In cases of potential conflicts of interest; 

• Documents, other than Annual Governance Reporting Forms, identifying family members within the third dcGree of consanguinity or 
affinity who serve as board members and/or employees and/or contractors of the charter holder or charter school; and 
Documentation that board members or employees whose criminal history checks revealed them lnellglble to serve were removed from 
service as Is required by Texas Education Code §12 120; 

OR 
• A signed statement attesting that within the last three years there have been no lnitances or nepotism, conflicts of interest, or 

revelations In criminal history checks that deemed any board member or employee lnell&lble to serve. 
A completed form tltled Assurances Regarding Charter Schools Seflling Students at Resldentlol Faclllrles, If appropriate 
If the charter holder board plans on requesting that the new campus be evaluated using AEA procedures, explain speclflcally how this 
campus will qualify for at-risk designation and why this proposed campus should be rated In the AEA system. 

As the CEO/superintendent of the charter school, I understand that an eJ1panslon amendment Is not a right or entitlement and that In determining If a 
change In the contract for charter is appropriate, the commissioner of eduullon will review and consider specific Issues Including, but not limited to, 
charter performance data {e.g., accountablllty ratings, FIRST ratings, accreditation statuses, and underlying data) and compliance. I also understand that 
prior to approving an expansion amendment request, staff In the following divisions and program areas will be consulted to determine If any potentl;d 
problems or concerns e,clst with the charter holder or charter school: Performance Reporting, Charter School Administration, Child Nutrition, Financial 
Audits, Grants Administration, Legal Services, PEIMS Data Reporting, Program Monitoring and Interventions, NCLB and IDEA Programs, Student 
Assessment, Governance and Waivers, General Inquiries. and Complaints, 

ete submissions will not be processed and that there will be a delay ln processing submissions that are not submitted 

qs-(.p. iu3, q-gr,rt, 
Signature of Charle chool CEO/Superintendent Phone Number 

-~iY'.Yl'i.S ·7o~~ls~n 
Pnted Name of Charter School CEO/Superintendent Date RECEIVED JAN 2 2 2G14 



• ' I 

IDEA Public Schools 
Charter School 

Statement of Impact 
AMENDMENT 

108-807 
County-District # 

The charter school above plans to submit the following amendment or amendments to Its open-enrollment charter for 
consideration by the commissioner of education: 

D 1. Expand grade levels served 

Currently approved grade levels: 

~2. Increase maximum enrollment 

------

Currently approved maximum enrollment: _30....:.,ooo ____ _ 

[81 3. Add a campus 

Requested change: ------

Requested change: 45,000 ------

Proposed new address, if available: two In Weslaco(2014)four In San Antonlo(201S)two In Mlsslon(201S)twoAustln2015 

If the campus address has not yet been secured, the school districts within the currently approved geographic 
boundary are listed here: 
see attached list 

[81 4. Expand geographic boundary 

The proposed new school dlstrlcts/area to include are listed here: 
see attached list 

District Staff: Check the appropriate response below: 

D The proposed change for the open-enrollment charter school Ia nm. expected to Impact the school district to a 
significant degree. 

D The proposed change for the open-enrollment charter school Ia expected to have a major Impact on the school 
district In the following manner. 

District Name County-District # 

District Address Phone Number 

Signature of Board President Signature of Superintendent 

Print Board President's Name Print Superintendent's Name 

Date Received by District 
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December 7, 2013 

Name of District 
Address 
City, State, Zip 

Dear Superintendent and President of the Board of Trustees: 

This is to inform you that the following charter school intends to submit an amendment 
request to the commissioner of education: 

IDEA Public Schools 
108-807 

505 Angelita Dr. Ste 9 
Weslaco, TX 78596 

As part of the amendment process, charter schools arc required to notify any districts that 
are likely to be affected by the change. The enclosed Statement of Impact form indicates the 
type of amendment request being made. 

Specifically, Texas Education Agency guidelines require that the Statement oflmpact form 
be sent to each district that may be affected. Information is requested if the proposed change 
may adversely impact a clistrict financially or if the proposed change may impact the student 
enrollment of a district in a manner that impairs the clistrict's ability to comply with a court 
order. The enclosed form may be completed by any district that may be affected, signed by 
the clistrict's board president and superintendent, and returned to the Texas Education 
Agency, Charter Schools Division, 1701 North Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas 78701 9 1494. 

Please review the enclosed form and notify the Texas Education Agency if your district will 
be impacted by the request. 

Sincerely, 

JoAnn Gama, 
Co-founder and Chief of Schools 


